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and that there should then immediately be a con-
ference between the five Powers, Great Britain,
France, Poland, Germany and Italy." But Great
Britain, while appreciating Mussolini's efforts, was
bound to take action unless the German forces were
withdrawn from Polish territory. The Prime Minister
after formally refusing to recognize Herr Forster's
Danzig proclamation, then sat down.

When Mr. Greenwood, acting leader of the Opposi-
tion, rose to express grave disquiet at Mr. Chamber-
lain's statement, there was at once a tumult of
support for him. Mr. Amery was heard to say from
the Conservative benches: "Speak for England!"
Passion ran so high that Mr. Chamberlain felt obliged
to speak again. He referred to the difficulty of
physical contact between our Allies by telephone as
against contact with colleagues in a room, "but I
should be horrified if the House thought for one
moment that the statement I have made to them
betrayed the slightest weakening either of this
Government or the French Government in the attitude
which we have already taken up." He shared
members' distrust of "manoeuvres of this kind," and
felt certain he could make a statement of a definite
kind to-morrow. "I anticipate there is only one
answer I shall be able to give." He was right, for
in any case the temper of the House on that night of
September 2nd made any return to Appeasement
impossible.

It must have been a poignant memory to the Prime
Minister to think that but a year before, when he
announced Munich to these selfsame Members, they
cried: " God bless Mr. Chamberlain!" Now when war
was being similarly held off for a few hours by a feeble
flickering movement towards negotiation, they were
almost ready to howl him down. But the truth was
that with the accumulated strain of the preceding